
B. O. COLTON, JR.
W TER COIXI'5IONEF

LAKE FORK. UINTAH. WHITEROCKS RIVERS

ROOSEVELT. UTAH

Dec. 7, I9t\.

Mr. T, H. HumPherYE,.
State Engineer'
3a1t Lal<e CitY' Utafr.

Dear Mr, Hunpherye:

Answer to your letter of Nov. 27t}A. ha8 been delayed
due to ny desire.to vleit the Ouray Valley and- Colorado Park
eection and learn the true status of affairs there relative to :'

the u6e of water. '

The Colorado Park ltr. 0o
Ulntalr Rlvpr undel Appllcatlon Nog
Bane ln lt's of,n right. The Perlod
from Mat. ISth' to Oct. I5th. for
for dbmestlo uee needs.

The Ouray Val1ey Co. recelvee ttre ra.ter fron !'he- /
Tfhiterocke Rlver under Applicatlon No. I0IIIT tle perlod of use /
for lrrlgatlon begine Mar. Ist. and ende Deci ISth'

Dornestlc use and garden rater hae been dellvered to
botb of these conpanies duitng tble e4tlre year thru tbe llhlte-
rocks - Orray Valley canal. On Nov' I5th' the entire flor of
ihe Whiterocle Rlveirlttrlch was avallable f or lrrlgatlonr-Ias-
iurned to tbe Ouray VaLley Co. hlth requeet that they f111 the
oo"Oe-and clsterns- of the Colorado Park stockholdere for wlnter

";4. I a.n lnforned that thle was done- tbe waterrfor the most
p."i, b-lng turned over to and under the ca.re of a Oolorado
Farf 'dltcb-rlder. Complalnt 1s nad,e by Ouray Valley users tbat
it rae nis-ueed during thiE tine for irrigatlonr aB rell as for
fllIlng Ponde etc.

Mr. MoeeE Moore who israt presentrthe preeldent of tbe
0olo, Park Co.rie also a etockholder ln both conpanlee' He hae
constructed tr6 small regervoire wbicb are about four ntleB apart t

""a-fo" 
whlcb he hae no water fillnge. He has alwaye claloed the

"igUt 
to etore the water he hae been entltLed to aa a etockholder

In-tbeee conpanies a,nd thru tbls EearIB and lnproPer dlversion of
addltionar water haE nanaged to f111 ble reffi eold
it for lrrlgatlon to othei people. He hae aleo charged' near by
resldents f5r the prlveteOge ol gettlng lce tbere and, has refueed
u.e of the nater for etock rateri g puipoeee. Regard'Iees of theee
co"Aitlone, i a.n tnformed by tbe _offlcere of the other co/mpany,

l[r, Uoore wae io]d that water would be turned lnto one or both of
hle reeervolrs ae soon as lt could not be ueed for lrrlgatlon of
tbe lands near there. Thls ehould be poeslble as lt can be kept

ln a larger bead, tbar ts ueable for lrrlgatlon and the rater ca!
be kept -ln the canal for some tlne after it fxeezes on tbe flelde.
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About 5O sec. ft. of water hae been availablerat canal
headingsrfron the Ulnta.b Rlver. The lrrlgatlon rlgbte of the
Indlan Iande up tiJ-I Noy. IEt. and of the Dry Gulch Itt. Co.
under Appllcatlon No.7062, elnce that tlnerhae taken all of the
supply not used for doneetlc and stock waterlng purposes.
Appioxlnetely J0 Bec. ft, ls dlverted by the two U.S.Indlan
oana1E and the fltrlterocks-Ouray Valley oanaf fron the f,hlte*oekE
Rlver. Sone I ses. ft. of water fron the X'lsh Hatchery Sprlngs
and other seepage aourcee has gone lnto the U. S. Deep Creek
canal and to the Ulntah Rlver lrr. Co, These sourcee cover the
strpply.- There hae a.l.ways been sone dlecord ald contentlon
between theee conpanles Bnd the stockholdere ae rell, over tbe
ltttle rater available durlng the Sprlng aad Fa1l perlods.lnd
even durlng tbe blgb water perloda th91e hae been a laok of
ba;rnony. Diarlng thelr supply from dlfferent aources and belng
under the sane canal and laterale ln 1ts dlstrlbutlonrthere le
pleanty of ocagslon for dlsagteenent betreen then. I have been-sonerhat succeseful ln settllng dlfferencee ard ln gettlng other
people together rhere lt Eeemed so neceseary but have falled ln-several attenpts to do it as betreen these lntereete, I see no
ray here except to apply the nater und,er the legal rlghts aq
6eilnltely as pogelble wlth the hope tbat thelr connon grlef
rllL brlng tben together. I can eee no real Juetlflcatlon for
the conpl-lnt ae nide and a.n of the oponion that thoEe na.klng
lt do not have a very clear ooneceptlon of the lrrlgatlon lar
and ltre appllcatlon to thelr otrn case.

If I can be of further gervlce ln tbe natter do not
hesltate to caLl on Ine.

Very truly YourBt


